
The Story of 

Laurelwood…



Begins with Dorothy and John moving to 

Pines Lake in the 1930s.

Dorothy’s high school yearbook.

”We won’t be surprised when Dot is hailed as one of the 

foremost artists of the day.”

- She would go on to create Laurelwood with her artistry.



John’s family owned Country Club 

ice cream







Dorothy, 6th from left, an early and integral 

member of the Pines Lake Garden Club



They build a home on the property



John and Dorothy



John and Dorothy 

purchase 30 acres in 

1949 and begin 

Laurelwood Gardens, 

a wholesale 

rhododendron and 

azalea nursery.



Property improvements are begun: 

Building a pond

Planting fields are created



Green houses are built

Cold frames



Vegetable garden



1963 

Knippenbergs

enter 

agreement 

with Wayne 

to donate 

property 

upon their 

passing. 



Dorothy in the News



John next to a rhododendron



John and Dorothy



Volunteers help improve the property

Eagle Scouts help build 1st bridge



Dorothy and Alex Fadynich near 1st

bridge after construction.



Dorothy and

her truck



First notice board is a scout project.



Scout Projects

Building 3rd Bridge

Second Bridge



John Knippenberg dies in 1984. 

Town puts out a call for volunteers 

to help maintain Laurelwood. Local 

groups begin adopt-a-spot.



1996 Passaic Master Gardeners begin 

volunteering.



Area maintained by Pines Lake 

Garden Club



Soroptomist Club presents Dorothy 

with award



Grace Tardiff (on left), early 

volunteer, and memorial to Grace.



Pines Lake School group visit, 2001



2003 - Friends of Laurelwood 

Arboretum created to support the 

Arboretum

Several friends of 

Laurelwood 

Arboretum



2006 Dorothy 

passes away, 

property officially 

opens as Wayne 

Township park.



Name changed from Laurelwood 

Gardens to Laurelwood Arboretum in 

accordance with Dorothy’s wishes.



2007 Agreement between Friends of 

Laurelwood Arboretum and Wayne 

Township to maintain the property.



First project –Sensory Garden, idea 

initiated by the Wayne Lion’s Club

This special place funded by the 

Passaic County Open Space 

Commission, Lions Clubs of 

Wayne and West Milford, Wayne 

Township, and Friends of 

Laurelwood Arboretum.  

Probably 2009.



Sensory garden arbor



Sensory Garden



2011 Memorial gazebo built, 

donated by Isobel Wayrick

Gazebo dedication



Knippenberg Center for Education (KCE) and greenhouse built in 

2015, funded by Passaic County Open Space, Farmland and 

Historic Preservation Trust, Wayne Township Open Space Fund, 

and  Friends of Laurelwood Arboretum.

Before the building of KCE



Knippenberg Center
Generous local businesses have contributed furniture, rugs, 

electronic equipment, a security system and other items for 

the interior.



South Rock Garden
Renovations began in 2014, The Watnong Chapter of the North 

American Rock Garden Society has partnered with staff and 

volunteers to restore this display garden, which had deteriorated 

over the years. 



Rosemary Boothny, woodcarver, at work 

creating beautiful signs for Laurelwood



Dorothy’s way trellis



2016 Executive Director Elaine 

Fogerty in front of Native Plant 

Garden she designed. 



Native Plant Garden
 This unique garden was made possible by the 

grants from the California-based Stanley Smith 

Horticultural Trust and The Ira A. Roschelle, MD 

Family Foundation. 



2015 Plant Identification and rhododendron 

identification programs begun

Joe DiGiacomo leads rhododendron 

identification project



Fundraising to support the Arboretum

Plant sale

Art at the Arboretum



Donate a Bench Program

Isobel Wayrick’s bench

Festival of Friends



A variety of programs for children and 

adults

All Wayne Orchestra



A variety of programs for 

children and adults

Fairy Day



A variety of programs for children and 

adults

Bees and butterflies Day



New Members Day



Wedding at Laurelwood



Laurelwood volunteers at work

Every year over 

200 volunteers 

help maintain 

Laurelwood 

beautiful!



Laurelwood volunteers at work
In 2018, volunteers contributed 12,779 hours of 

service, valued at $361,901!



Columbia Bank volunteers

Columbia Bank donates cart!



McHutchison volunteers



Volunteers from Cedar Crest



Dedication of Founders 

Garden, Founders of 

Friends of Laurelwood 

Arboretum, 2018



Laurelwood volunteers with 1,000 

hours of service



Laurelwood volunteers with 100 

hours of service



Construction begins on new 

propagation  greenhouse, 2019



Thank you for your support of 

Laurelwood Arboretum and Friends 

of Laurelwood Arboretum!


